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Mott Plateau in Trapped Bose-Fermi Mixture
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Minamiohsawa 1-1, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo 192-0397, JAPAN
Boson-Fermion mixture confined on an optical lattice is numerically studied. Mott-plateau
like behavior is observed under certain conditions in the density profile of the bosons and
fermions as one sees in bosonic atoms in a trap potential. In the Mott plateau area, the
total number of the bosons and fermions at each site is kept to an integer value but both
local density of the bosons and that of the fermions take some intermediate values. Unlike
bosonic or fermionic Mott insulators, the bosons and fermions can move even in the Mott
plateau area by exchanging their positions. With Monte Carlo simulations we demonstrate
the formation of the Mott plateau, examine the property of the bosons and fermions by
measuring the densities and local density fluctuations, and give discussion on this rather
new state.
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1. Introduction
Remarkable progress of laser technologies in the last few decades has realized various
fundamentally-new quantum states of ultracold atoms confined in a certain space. The inter-
atomic interactions play sometimes significant roles there. One of the drastic demonstrations
of such roles can be found in Mott insulating phase of atoms on optical lattices. Mott in-
sulating phase appears when the criteria, i.e. sufficiently strong interatomic interactions and
commensurable ratio of atoms and lattice sites, are met. However, unlike those in a flat po-
tential, which have been well investigated, atoms in a confinement potential exhibit quite
different features.1–3
Unconfined atoms interacting on a lattice could form Mott insulating state when their
average number density per site coincides with an integer value. Confined atoms, on the other
hand, distribute nonuniformly over the lattice in the presence of a trap potential, with the
density profile whose peak is located in the deepest position of the potential. Therefore the
commensurability criteria cannot be satisfied globally but only locally. Assume that atoms are
put in an isotropic confinement potential plus periodic optical potential. The density of the
atoms would be peaked at the center of the confinement potential and decreases as a function
of the radius from the center. At some point of the radial direction, the density may reach
an integer value, locally satisfying the criteria of the commensurability. Around this area, the
atoms would form local Mott state with sufficiently large repulsive interactions. If we look at
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the density profile in the radial direction in this case, there should be a local plateau, called
Mott plateau, at and around the commensurate-density point. This produces a shell structure
of the Mott phase of the confined atoms.
The studies on the atomic Mott phases have been conducted mostly for bosonic atoms,
particularly because of the relative ease of the experiments. However, the current technology
even realizes mixture systems of bosons and fermions in a continuum space4–7 and on a
lattice,8 and so we may expect Mott states to form in the mixture systems as well under
certain conditions. Actually the possibility of untrapped boson-fermion mixture to undergo
Mott transition was pointed out in numerical calculations,9 which indicated that the Mott
transition occurred with sufficiently large boson-boson interactions although the bosons and
fermions were mixed or demixed depending on the strength of boson-fermion interactions. It
is hence natural to consider that the shell structure of the Mott phase should be observed in
the confined boson-fermion mixtures, and this is the main objective of the present study.
To accomplish this goal, we performed quantum Monte Carlo simulations of bosons and
fermions on a lattice in a harmonic confinement potential. By tuning interactions, particle
number, potential curvature, we realized Mott plateau in the boson-fermion mixture, where
the total local density of the bosons and fermions was fixed to an integer value, but either
local density of the bosons or that of the fermions was below the integer value. To study the
local property of the mixture system, we also observed local density fluctuations.
The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 is devoted to the introduction of the model
that we used in the simulation. Brief explanation on the local compressibility is also given
in the section. In Section 3 we show our numerical result and Section 4 is devoted to the
discussion on the Mott plateau. Summary and discussions are given in Section 5.
2. Model
We performed world-line quantumMonte Carlo simulation of confined bosons and fermions
on an optical lattice.10–12 For simplicity the particles were placed on a one-dimensional lattice
of L sites. The Hamiltonian that we employed for the simulation was
H = −tb
∑
i
b†ibi+1 + h.c.− tf
∑
i
f †i fi+1 + h.c.
+
Ubb
2
∑
i
nbi(nbi − 1) + Ubf
∑
i
nbinfi
+Vc
∑
i
(i− L/2)2(nbi + nfi). (2.1)
Here b(b†) and nb are boson annihilation (creation) operator and boson number operator re-
spectively, and f(f †) and nf are fermion annihilation (creation) operator and fermion number
operator respectively. Ubb denotes the boson-boson interaction and Ubf the fermion-boson in-
teraction. Vc is the curvature of the quadratic confinement potential. Fermion-fermion interac-
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tions are ignored here. Assuming all the interatomic interactions were repulsive, we observed
density profile and local compressibility of the boson-fermion mixtures to find local Mott
states. We define the local compressibility κi as local density fluctuation at site i, expressed
by
κbi = β(〈n
2
bi〉 − 〈nbi〉
2),
κfi = β(〈n
2
fi〉 − 〈nfi〉
2), (2.2)
κbfi = β(〈(nbi + nfi)
2〉 − 〈(nbi + nfi)〉
2).
Here κbi is the fluctuation of the density of the bosons at the site i, κfi is that of the fermions,
and κbfi represents the fluctuation of the total density of the bosons and fermions. As pointed
out previously,3 the local compressibility defined by ∂〈N〉/∂µi where µi is the local chemical
potential at the site i is more sensitive to distinguish the local Mott state than that defined
by the density fluctuation used in the above. Since the former definition requires fluctuation
of the total number of atoms in the simulation, which is not feasible with our technique,
we employed the latter definition for the local compressibility. The local compressibility of
the latter definition does not exactly reach zero even in the local Mott state, but it is still
sufficiently sensitive to detect the state.
All the simulation results shown below were obtained for 35 bosons and 30 fermions on 80
sites. Temperature and Trotter decomposition number were fixed to T = 0.08 and Lτ = 100,
respectively, and the hopping energies of the bosons and fermions were set to tb = tf = 1 as
energy unit.
3. Simulation result
We have many controllable parameters in the present system such as the interactions,
particle number, and potential shape. We thus can obtain numerous results by changing
the parameter set, although we here focus on typical cases where only the total local density,
namely the sum of the boson density and fermion density, exhibits Mott plateau, and the boson
density or fermion density does not have the plateau. We fixed the interaction parameters to
Ubb = Ubf = 8, with which the bosons and fermions were expected to be mixed if not confined,
according to the previous calculation.9 Figure 1 shows the density profiles of the bosons and
fermions, nb(x), nf (x), and nb(x) + nf (x). x = 40 is the center of the trap potential. The
solid line, presenting the total density nb+nf , has Mott plateau where the density is fixed to
1. The Mott-like feature is also demonstrated by the local compressibility κbf , which almost
diminishes in the Mott plateau area. As pointed out in the above, the local compressibility
does not go to zero strictly but clearly shows local incompressible areas. As we go out from
the Mott plateau area, the total density per site no longer takes the integer value and at the
same time the compressibility is enhanced, indicating the existence of the superfluidity of the
bosons and the metallic state of the fermions.
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Fig. 1. For various Vc, the density profiles of the boson (nb) and fermion (nf ) are shown with the
total density (nb+nf ). The local compressibility κbf of the bose-fermi mixture, defined in the text,
is also illustrated. There is a plateau area in the total density profile with small compressibility,
indicating that the area is in the Mott state.
Figure 1 also presents the Vc dependence of the density profiles. When the curvature V c of
the confinement potential increases, all the particles are forced more strongly to move toward
in the center area and participate in the formation of wider Mott plateau. When V c exceeds
a critical value, which is dependent of the interactions and the number of particles, a bump
appears in the center of the density profile to save the confinement potential energy although
paying the extra cost for the interaction energy, as can be seen in the bottom graph of the
figure. Since more than one boson can occupy a single site simultaneously if paying extra cost
due to the interaction energy, and since the double occupancy is strictly prohibited for the
fermions, the bosons have stronger tendency of accumulating in the center of the potential.
This accumulation of the bosons in the center avoids the distribution of the fermions in the
same area by the boson-fermion interaction Ubf . Therefore many bosons come around the
center area to save the potential energy, but the fermions cannot save the potential energy
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by doing the same thing because of the prohibition of the double occupancy. So the fermions
choose to save the boson-fermion interaction energy by escaping from the boson-accumulated
area. This behavior can be clearly seen in the bottom graph of the figure, where the boson
density has a peak at the center and the fermion density is relatively low in the same area
but increases in the surrounding area.
What will happen if we change the interaction parameters Ubb and Ufb? We skipped
showing the simulation results obtained for other values of the interaction parameters, as
they are not qualitatively different from those shown here. The Ubb or Ubf dependency of
the result is rather simple. With the increase of the interaction between the bosons, Ubb, the
density profile of the bosons in the figure becomes broader for them to keep away from each
other. This has negative effect to the formation of the Mott plateau. When Ubb is decreased, on
the other hand, more and more bosons can gather around the center of the potential, forming
a bump as seen in the bottom graph of the figure. The boson-fermion interaction Ubf also
works against the Mott plateau development, since the bosons gathering around the center of
the potential would try to avoid the fermions to save the interaction energy. With sufficiently
large Ubf , demixing of the bosons and fermions occurs, as observed in the unconfined boson-
fermion mixtures.9 Therefore the formation of relatively large Mott plateau is realized with
moderate values of Ubb and Ubf , which are dependent of Vc.
4. Mott plateau
In bosonic systems, the coexistence of superfluid and Mott regions in trapped inhomo-
geneous systems was already indicated in experiments1 and theoretical calculations2, 3 . Here
we demonstrated similar coexistence in the bose-fermi systems, although the definition of the
”Mott region” is slightly different. The Mott region in the present system is the area where
only the total density of the bosons and fermions is fixed to a certain integer value. The den-
sity fluctuation of individual species is basically allowed there if the density fluctuation of the
bosons is compensated by that of the fermions to fix the total density. This feature can only
be realized in the mixture systems. As pointed out in the thorough study of bosonic systems,3
the Mott plateau emerges not due to a quantum phase transition but in a crossover process.
Namely the Mott phase’s volume fraction grows while the volume fraction of the superfluid
decreases in the crossover. This is quite different from unconfined systems.
Unlike bosonic or fermionic Mott insulators where the particles cannot move and are frozen
on each site, the bosons and fermions in the Mott plateau area in the mixture system can
move. All the sites in this region are occupied by either a boson or fermion, but this does not
necessarily mean that all the particles are frozen in their positions forming an ”insulating”
area. When a boson and a fermion are located next to each other, they can exchange their
positions by going through a virtual doubly-occupied state. The transfer energy of such particle
exchange is therefore approximately given by t ∼ tf tb/Ubf . With this particle-exchange energy,
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Fig. 2. The second graph of the Figure 1 is shown again with additional lines of the local compress-
ibility of the bosons and that of the fermions.
the bosons and fermions are capable of moving in the Mott plateau area, which is quite different
feature from the insulating behavior of bosonic or fermionic Mott state.
The ”locally compressible” state of the bosons and fermions in the Mott plateau can be
observed in the local density fluctuation measurement. The density fluctuation of the bosons
κb and that of the fermions κf are presented in Fig. 2. We see from the figure that the density
fluctuation of either particles takes some finite value even in the Mott plateau area, indicating
that the bosons and fermions are not ”rigid”.
5. Summary and discussion
We performedMonte Carlo simulations of the boson-fermion mixture systems on a periodic
optical lattice placed in a harmonic potential. The density profile exhibited the coexistence
of local Mott state and superfluid (fermi liquid) with appropriate set of parameters. In the
local Mott state, the total density of the bosons and fermions took an integer value, while the
density of individual species did not.
To get a more simple view on this local Mott state, let us consider an extreme case. Suppose
that we have a hardcore boson system with the number of the bosons being less than the
number of the lattice sites. This system exhibits superfluidity. Next we place spinless fermion in
each vacant site and prohibit the bosons and fermions to come to the same site. Namely every
site is occupied by a single boson or single fermion and there is no empty or doubly-occupied
site. The bosons and fermions locating next to each other are however allowed to exchange
their positions with the transfer energy t. The bosons and fermions can thus move around
keeping the number of particle at each site to 1. This does not straightforwardly mean that
the bosons condensate at a low temperature. To have a long-range order of the phase of single
boson field operator, the number of the bosons has to fluctuate, which is not allowed because of
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the local constraint on each site. This simple view reminds us a technique called slave-boson (or
slave-fermion) method, which has been extensively used for the analysis of strongly correlated
electron systems such as t-J model. The analysis with the slave-boson (slave-fermion) method
has a rather long history and revealed interesting, sometimes peculiar or even unphysical,
properties depending on the approximation used. We therefore need careful, detailed analysis
on the property of the present system. Analytical work in this direction is in progress.
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